DEVELOPING PUBLIC SPACES FOR COMMUNITY

INTRODUCTION

Public spaces are closely interconnected with life in the neighbourhood. A strong sense of association exists between the sense of community and public spaces. The sight of
community public spaces in every locality is habitual. This establishment plays a significant role in keeping the community dynamic by encouraging members of the community to
explore arts, crafts, physical, social, charitable and learning activities. There are a wide variety and types of public buildings that serve different services to the communities in rural
areas. This includes community centres/ halls, youth facilities, Libraries, Art gallerlES, Museums and performing Art centres.

The physical, social and psychological factors have a huge impact on public spaces. This study discusses these factors that influence the users in acquiring a meaning of public space
creating a sense of community, which is an outcome of participation and interaction in the physical space over some time.
In order to have a better understanding of the community public spaces, the observation from the study is analyzed using a community centre in Naidi village, Fiji.
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CASE STUDY: COMMUNITY CENTRE, NAIDI, FlJI

Analysis
*This building embraces the socio-cultural activities of this
: village.

T NI T 27
Propose of the building: Naidi village in Fiji needed a N \T = ;;j/‘ —
community building for 7 years. It is built for 400 people ie, & L /ﬂ
75 households. The building is a hall for accommodating R
performing arts, creating local homemade crafts and &~ : *Open space in Infront of
performing their famous ‘make’ dance. The building is S : | the building gives ample
designed to provide keeping villagers of Fiji a safe, 3§ 3k e ‘ space for various outdoor
functioning and beautiful space to express themselves. e . activities.Planting more
: - tfrees and plants in order
around the open space
would have helped to
create a more welcoming

Stage:
Front facade

£y o

APRIR L/ i
m!!mlﬁ* - eSufficient space is given for the stage and the hall.
‘ e Subspaces will make the spaces more flexible. The high
2l 27 & ceiling not only makes the room convinient for all activities
2 but helps to bring the natural flow of air and adequate
daylight into the building. This also keeps the building cool
during the hottest days of Naidi.

]
B
e
i

————

, W ;
. o Gl § @ . i

ke Y

] e . e - N «Penetrability: Three large opening doors at the front and the
' s windows and doors around the hall brings maximum
penetrability intfo space.
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CONCLUSION:The Community buildings are social spaces for people in neighbourhoods. These spaces are designed to respond to the local needs and aspirations of the community.
hese buildings are influenced by physical, social and psychological dimension with significant overlap. Sense of community plays an important role in making these buildings a success.
Appropriately developed and used community public spaces will have a good impact on the quality of life in that area. From the case study of the community hall in Naidi, Fiji, it is

evident that these kinds of spaces can be developed anywhere. Using the collaborative design development process this building could be established as the users second home.

People of Naidi village get together and get involved in activities to express themselves. Such places are significant for personal and community growth, which will become an expression
of that neighbourhood.




